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Quarantining  Germany 


A  Common-sense  Precaution 


rT"^0  gain  a  reputation  for  good-nature  the 
A      policeman  has  no  right  to  let  go  the 
burglar  he  has  caught  in  the  act. 

To  satisfy  the  cranks,  the  cosmopolitan 
financiers  and  the  "  superior  persons,"  neither 
as  a  nation  nor  as  individuals  have  we  the  right 
to  let  the  Germans  off  easily  in  the  settlement 
at  the  end  of  the  war,  or  in  the  problems  ofNo  '^ood- 
daily  life  and  relationship  that  will  follow  that  JJJiJJ,  ** 
settlement. 

"  Be  wroth  and  sin  not  "  is  a  scriptural  in- 
junction, but  our  duty  does  not  even  open  up 
the  question  of  justifiable  anger — a  perfectly 
cold-blooded  consideration  of  right  and  policy 
points  to  a  relentless  but  unimpassioned  treat- 
ment of  a  ruthless  and  unscrupulous  enemy. 


German 

aggressiveness 

fundamentally 

opposed  to 

civilised 

toleration. 


The  dead  who 
died  for  us. 
Their  sacrifice 
must  not  be  made 
in  vain. 
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Put  at  its  lowest,  we  and  our  Allies  stand  for 
the  policy  of  "  live  and  let  live,"  the  Germans 
represent  an  ideal  of  aggressive  and  uncompro- 
misingly malignant  and  domineering  self-asser- 
tion. It  may  be  an  accident  of  history  that 
has  revealed  them,  but  it  is  a  basic  and  in- 
eradicable opposition  of  character  that  has 
made  them  our  inevitable  and  unalterable 
enemies. 

"  By  their  works  ye  shall  know  them."  Let 
us  for  a  moment  consider  their  works  in  the 
horrible  business  of  this  war  and  all  that  more 
directly  led  to  it,  and  on  the  conclusion  justly 
drawn  from  that  consideration  let  our  present 
and  future  attitude  toward  the  German  nation 
and  the  German  individual  be  based.    If  in 
arriving  at  that  conclusion  we  bear  ever  in  mind 
the  uncomplaining  sacrifices  of  the  men,  aye, 
and  the  women,  who  have  died  for  us  in  this 
war,  if  we  remember  not  only  our  debts  of 
honour  to  the  little  nations  that  have  given  all 
already  to  the  common  cause,  but  remember  as 
well  the  sacred  trust  of  life  and  liberty  and  a  free 
civilisation  which  we  hold  for  their  children  and 
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for  ours,  there  is  no  risk  as  to  the  nature  and  the 
permanence  of  that  conclusion  and  its  results. 


I. 

First,  then,  we  must  remember  the  ineradi- 
cable dishonesty  of  the  Germans. 

In  primitive  communities,  such  as  the  western  G« 

„  .  .  dishonesty 

districts  of  America,  dishonesty  as  evinced  in  ineradicable, 
acts  like  "  cattle-rustling,"  horse-stealing,  or 
cheating  at  games  of  skill  or  chance  has  always 
branded  the  criminal  with  a  more  indelible  stain, 
and  has  been  followed  by  an  even  surer  reckon- 
ing than  the  taking  of  human  life  in  open 
quarrel.    In    a    primitive    community    this    is  Dishonesty  a 

condition 

natural  and  proper.    In  rough  times  and  places  destructive  of 
it  is  comparatively  easy  to  be  prepared  for  and  ^^ourse 
to  guard  against  open  violence ;  but  in  primitive 
conditions,  not  only  would  the  necessity  for 
elaborate  precautions  against  clandestine  attacks 
on  property  entail  a  waste  of  time  and  energy 
which  could  not  be  permitted,  but  the  preva- alike  in  primitive 
lence  of  such  clandestine  mischief  would  also communlties 
breed  a  spirit  of  morose  distrust  and  mutual 
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ill-feeling  that  would  speedily  bring  such  primi- 
tive society  to  an  end. 

Now,  despite  the  theories  and  conventions  of 
International  Law,  the  nations  of  the  world  form 
to-day  in  one  most  important  particular  a  most 
primitive  community — and  that  is  in  their 
absolute  and  probably  unavoidable  lack  of  an 
international  police.  The  several  nations  must 
act  each  as  their  own  police  for  the  enforcement 
all  round  of  those  principles  (rather  than  laws) 
of  right  conduct  on  which  they  have  agreed. 
Open  quarrels  and  open  violence  they  can  guard 
against  fairly  well,  but  if  underhand  intrigues, 
organised  hypocrisy,  and  unscrupulous  abuse  of 
international  hospitality  are  not  by  agreement 
to  be  sternly  dealt  with  and  suppressed,  then 
the  comity  of  the  nations  is  an  unrealisable 
dream,  and  an  embittered  chaos  must  take  the 
place  of  anything  approaching  to  international 
society. 

On  this  one  count  alone  the  Germans  stand 
excommunicate.  In  trade,  and  in  diplomacy, 
and  in  all  social  relations  alike  they  have  brought 
the  abuse  of  hospitality  and  the  deliberate  ex- 
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ploiting  and  trampling  on  of  all  the  conventions 
of  honourable  intercourse  to  an  unexampled 
pitch. 

The  clerks  who  came  over  for  small  salaries 
to  "  learn  the  language  and  British  business 
methods,"  and  were  treated  with  the  greatest 
frankness  and  consideration,  have  in  most  cases 
proved  themselves  to  be  commercial  spies,  whose 
main  object  was  to  secure  for  their  German 
firms  parallel  lists  of  our  foreign  customers  and 
our  special  lines  and  prices  of  goods  as  supplied 
to  them.  The  commercial  and  other  inmates  of 
countless  British  boarding-houses  were  in  in-  classes  of 
numerable  cases  military  spies,  charged  with 
such  duties  as  the  checking  of  survey  maps  and 
the  obtaining  of  personal  detailed  knowledge  of 
specified  localities  for  use  in  case  of  invasion. 

With  regard  to  the  German  long  resident  and 
even  long  naturalised  in  our  country,  we  have, 
thanks  to  the  absence  of  actual  fighting  in  our 
own  land,  been  spared  the  worst  instances,  but 
even  we  have  not  been  without  reminders  in  our 
midst.  From  the  bitter  and  numerous  experi- 
ences of  the  Belgians  and  the  French,  we  have 
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unlimited  proof  that  long  residence — even  long 

"Naturalised  r  o  o 

traitors  the  most  naturalisation — practically  never  removes  the 
primary  quality  of  German  citizenship  and  of 
German  assertiveness,  however  skilfully  cloaked, 
and  that  indeed  almost  in  direct  ratio  to  his 
length  of  residence  and  the  degree  of  intimacy 
and  confidence  to  which  he  has  attained  is  the 
imported  German  the  most  dangerous  of  spies 
and  traitors  to  the  country  of  his  apparent 
adoption. 

It  might  perhaps  be  pled  by  some  enterprising 
pro-German  that  secret  service  is  common  to  all 
the  nations,  and  that  a  Government  is  entitled 
to  expect  such  conduct  from  its  individual  sub- 
German  "  secret   jects.    Even  so  it  must  be  conceded  that  there 
service  "exceeds  are  limits  to  what  can  decently  be  expected, 

the  limit  of  J  "  ' 

decency.  and  that  these  limits  the  Germans  have  long 

and  consistently  overstepped.  Perhaps,  how- 
ever, the  most  flagrant  systematic  infamy  of  the 
German  Government  in  this  respect  has  been  its 
continuous  misuse  of  its  officially  recognised 
representatives  and  agencies  for  friendly  inter- 
course with  foreign  powers.  Never  before,  or  by 
any  other  nation,  have  ambassadors  and  em- 
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bassies,  consuls  and  consulates,  been  systemati-  German 
cally  used  as  the  directing  brains  of  conspiracy,  ^Jm?**11* 
as  regular  hotbeds  of  intrigue  against  the  coun-  hotbeds  of 

intrigue. 

tries  whose  hospitality  they  enjoyed.  Nihilism 
and  anarchy  instigated  and  fomented  by  the 
German  embassy  at  Petrograd  before  the  war, 
consuls  within  our  own  borders  proved  to  have 
been  spies,  embassies  and  consulates  in  the 
United  States  of  America  implicated  in  the 
stirring  up  of  strikes,  in  the  precipitation  of 
riots,  arson,  and  acts  of  murderous  violence — 
such  is  the  record  of  the  official  agencies  of  the 
German  Government  before  and  since  the  war 
began. 

In  a  sense  the  apotheosis  of  the  whole  system 
is  to  be  found  in  the  state  visit  of  the  Kaiser  to 
London  for  the  unveiling  of  his  late  Grand- 
mother's monument  in  front  of  Buckingham 
Palace.  In  conception  and  in  execution  this  The  Judas  visit 
visit  was  worthy  of  the  brain  of  a  Judas.  The 
Imperial  kinsman  came  with  all  professions  of 
good-will  on  this  occasion  of  national  and  family 
interest  to  the  Court  of  his  British  Cousin — 
came  bringing  with  a  cynical  audacity  in  his  own 
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immediate  entourage  no  less  a  personage  than 
his  chief  spy  Steinhauer,  and  while  he  enjoyed 
the  hospitality  of  our  Court  was  secretly  over- 
hauling the  whole  system  of  espionage  in  our 
country. 

The  facts  of  that  visit,  coupled  with  the  curious 
TheDeibriick    provisions  of  the  Delbriick  Law  of  1913  with 
regard  to  the  German  rights  and  German  obli- 
gations of  German  subjects  naturalised  in  foreign 
countries,  give  us  an  illuminating  glimpse  into 
the   tortuous   and   impossible   recesses   of  the 
Teutonic  mind  in  reference  to  foreign  relations. 
The  ample  disclosure  of  these  German  pro- 
Our  duty  made  clivities  has  made  our  duty  plain  ;   the  fortunes 
of  war  have  revealed  them  in  time  ;   we  must 
never  again  live  with  murderous  thieves  at  large 
in  our  house. 
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II. 

In  the  second  place  we  must  remember  the  rheuiwp 

unspeakable  and  bestial  brutality  of  German  aggres-  brutality  of 

sion  in  action.    Nietzsche,  Treitschke,  and  Bern-  German 

aggression. 

hardi  are  proved  to  have  been  more  than  isolated 
degenerate  theorists— they  have  been  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  contributing  causes ;  but,  even 
more,  they  are  seen  to-day  as  the  arresting 
symptoms  of  a  whole  nation's  calculated  and 

implacable  inhumanity.    It  is  an  inhumanity  m„  ,  

which  marks  with  worse  than  the  brand  of  Cain 
the  highest  and  the  lowest  alike  of  the  German  natlon- 
invaders  and  the  German  raiders  of  defenceless 
places. 

The  German  maxim,  "  Leave  the  invaded  in- 
habitants nothing  but  eyes  to  weep  with," 
sounds  incredibly  brutal ;  the  German  practice 
has  been  beyond  expression  worse,  and  the  cruel 
logic  of  facts  has  placed  it  beyond  the  realms  of 
doubt. 

The  effrontery  and  the  brutality  of  the  m- 

»    n  ,    .  tt  Belgium. 

vasion  of  Belgium —   a  necessary  wrong,  on 
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the  admission  of  the  German  Chancellor — the 
sea  and  air  raids  on  passenger  ships  and  defence- 
less towns,  the  sinking  of  the  Lusitania,  the 
crucifixion  of  the  Canadians,  the  murder  of 
Nurse  Cavell,  and  a  thousand  other  infamies — 
all  may  be  focussed  in  the  following  incident 
taken  from  the  report  of  Lord  Bryce's  Com- 
mission of  enquiry  on  the  atrocities  of  the  Ger- 
man troops  in  Belgium.  It  was  quoted  by 
Major-General  Sir  Alfred  E.  Turner  in  a  recent 
press  correspondence  with  one  of  those  gentry 
who  appear  to  have  a  very  tender  regard  for 
German  susceptibilities.  "  Nine  German  soldiers 
seized  a  young  Belgian  farmer  and  his  wife,  who 
was  enceinte ;  they  bound  the  husband  and 
ravished  his  wife  one  after  another  before  his 
eyes  ;  they  then  cut  the  woman  open,  tore  out 
the  child  and  threw  it  on  a  fire  which  happened 
to  be  at  hand,  they  then  killed  the  husband,  cut 
off  his  head,  and  to  gratify  their  ghoulish  sense 
of  humour  put  the  head  inside  the  woman  where 
the  child  had  lain." 

This  is  an  incident  which  the  pro-German 
finds  it  convenient  to  ignore,  but  it  must  be 
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remembered,  and  in  addition  it  is  important  to  a  people  beyond 
recall  here  that  on  the  showing  of  German  *  epa'e 
official  statistics  degenerate  crimes  of  this  very 
type  are  appallingly  prevalent  in  Germany  itself 
in  peace  time.    A  people  such  as  this  is  now 
and  forever  beyond  the  pale. 

In  conclusion,  we  must  remember  that  it  is 
not  a  case  of  changing  a  form  of  government, 
of  suppressing  a  few  professors  and  writers,  of 
pulling  down  one  class  and  setting  up  another  ; 
the  virus  Teutonicum,  the  poison  of  self-import-  ,ncwhole 

1  1  German  nation 

ance,  intolerance,  dishonesty  and  violence  is  too  "iv  i1 
widely  spread,  too  deeply  imbued  in  the  whole 
German  nation.    On  one  aspect  of  this  thesis, 
La  Chesnais's  recent  book  The  Socialist  Party  in 
the  Reichstag  throws  an  interesting  light. 

One  course  and  one  alone  is  open  to  us  if  we  The  only  way. 
are  not  to  betray  alike  the  living  and  the  dead, 
we  must  permanently  deprive  the  German  people 
of  all  power  to  impose  its  will  by  violence  or 
intrigue.  It  is  a  big  order,  but  it  must  be 
thoroughly  carried  out,  or  our  soldiers  have  bled, 
our  women  have  suffered,  and  our  dead  have 
died  in  vain. 


\ 


Germans. 
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Reared  under  more  favourable  auspices,  a  new 
generation  of  Germans  may  one  day  arise,  fit  to 
mingle  with,  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  the 

perhaps  a  better  °  J 

generation  of  civilised  peoples  of  the  world,  but  in  the  interest 
even  of  that  generation  we  must  be  patient  and 
watchful. 

Meanwhile,  as  has  been  said  before,  our  duty 
is  plain.  There  are  individual  exceptions  where 
the  rule  may  apply  harshly  ;  but  this  may  be 
said  of  almost  every  general  rule  of  conduct,  and 
it  is  better  to  sacrifice  the  comfort  of  a  few 
innocent  enemy  subjects  than  to  risk  disaster 
to  the  whole  of  our  own  people.  It  is  no  matter 
of  emotion,  but  one  of  common-sense.  Moral 
hygiene  has  its  rules  and  requirements  just  as 
stringent  as  physical.  We  need  not  hate,  but 
for  obvious  reasons  we  must  refuse  to  associate 
or  to  allow  our  people  to  associate  with  a  nation 
rotten  with  a  moral  leprosy. 


Meanwhile  a 
precaution  of 
moral  hygiene. 
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